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This is an update on Indiana's Hurricane Katrina response dated
Sept enber 10.

Operation Hoosier Relief. On Saturday, Septenber 3, the Indiana
Department of Homel and Security deployed a nmultiple-agency task force
conprised of nore than 200 state, local, and private responders on an
EMAC mission to provide hurricane relief in the state of M ssissippi
This task force included a 26-nmenber nedical/public health team of
physi ci ans, nurse practitioners, nurses, and respiratory therapists.
The task force deployed to DeSoto County, M ssissippi, for a 14-day
tour. On Tuesday, Septenber 6, the task force was relocated to Bil oxi,
M ssi ssippi, where it is actively engaged in humanitarian, public
safety, and nedical/public health missions. [Initial expectations for

t he nedical /public health teamto establish a field hospital have been
nodi fied in response to mssions identified by M ssissippi authorities
t hrough the Incident Commander for the Indiana task force. Under EMAC,
our task force can only operate within M ssissippi subject to the
authority and specific mission requests fromofficials of that state.
This is especially inportant for nedical professionals because, in
addition to liability protection, their professional |icense transfers
to M ssissippi under EMAC only if they are acting in response to
specific requests. At this time, Mssissippi has requested assistance
fromour medical teamto provide nedical support to a shelter in Biloxi.
On Septenber 10, we received additional m ssion assignnments to support
mental health crisis counselors in a clinic set up by that group
augnenting their services by providing nmedical assessnents as needed.
Qur nedical team was al so asked to work with the M ssissippi Departnent
of Health to assist in surveying the popul ation for nedication needs and
availability, and to make assessnents on the inpact of those issues to
the incidence of chronic disease. Over the next week, as the

M ssi ssi ppi energency managenent and health services infrastructure
continues to inprove, we expect to receive nore requests, especially in
the area of shelter support. We are currently using the needs
assessnments offered by our nmedical teamin Biloxi to identify second,
third, and fourth wave responders as relief teans. We are filling
these relief teans using the many and varied responses to our
solicitation for volunteers. The Operation Hoosier Relief deploynents
are for 14 days at a time. W expect to deploy the first relief group on
or about Septenber 17.

Evacuee Relief. In addition to Operation Hoosier Relief providing
support to Mssissippi in Mssissippi, the state of Indiana is preparing
to receive displaced residents of M ssissippi and Louisiana. Sone of
these survivors, including entire famly units, have already arrived and
are residing in shelters set up by the Arerican Red Cross and the
Salvation Arny. In addition to those survivors that have already arrived
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through private and charitable channels, FEMA is arranging flights of
survivors to states willing and able to shelter them Indiana is
scheduled to get its first flight of survivors through this fornmal
process on Sunday, Septenber 11. While the Anerican Red Cross is

conpl eting an assessnent of Indiana's ability to support these
additional survivors wthin shelters that may be established throughout
the state, at this tinme we expect to primarily utilize services within
the Indianapolis netropolitan area. As shelters stand up or as
survivors arrive in local communities, the survivors wll be in need of
heal th screeni ngs and nedical services. W will keep you alerted to
this evolving issue and identify shelter |ocations and a point of
contact once these are established should you be willing to vol unteer
your talents to assist victins of Hurricane Katrina right here in

I ndi ana.

Thank you again for your response, and for your patience, as we continue
to respond to and staff this national tragedy.



